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PARLIAMENT OF KENYA

THE SENATE

THE HANSARD

Tuesday, 19" November, 2019

The House met at the Senate Chamber,
Parliament Buildings, at 2.30 p.m.

[The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe) in the Chair]
PRAYER
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CHAIR

VISITING DELEGATION FROM TRANS NZOIA
COUNTY ASSEMBLY

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Hon Senators, I wish to
acknowledge the presence in the Speaker’s Gallery this afternoon of visiting delegation
from Trans Nzoia County Assembly.

The delegation consists of Members of the House Business Committee of the
County Assembly who are undertaking an exposure visit on the operations of the Senate
Business Committee.

I request each Member of the delegation to stand when called out so that they may
be acknowledged in the Senate tradition. They are -

(1) Hon. Stephen Njoroge Karugu - Deputy Speaker;
(2) Hon. Eric Musumba - Majority Whip;
(3) Hon. Jane Gaitano - Member;

(4) Hon. Ben Mlipuko - Member;

(5) Hon. Margaret Wanjala - Member;

(6) Hon. Sarah Lubano - Member;

(7) Hon. Caroline Makokha - Member;

(8) Hon. Matthew Olango - Member;

(9) Hon. Margaret Mutai - Member;

(10)  Hon. Jeremiah Wekhulia - Member;

(11)  Hon. Rogers Barasa - Member;

(12)  Hon. Anne Wanjiku - Member;

(Applause)

They are accompanied by -
(1) Ms. Colleta Kisika - Deputy Clerk;
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(2) Mr. Eutin Nakitare - Senior Research Officer;

(3) Mr. Matthews Wanyama - Serjeant-at-Arms;

(4) Mr. Katana Ngeiwo - Legal Counsel,;

(5) Mr. Mohamed Noor - Committee Clerk;

(6) Ms. Joan Ngetich - Public Communications Officer;
(7) Mr. Leonard Wambalaba - Pubic Communications Officer;
(8) Ms. Lily Masulia - Office of the Speaker;

(9) Mr. Richard Sirengo - ICT Officer; and

(10) Ms. Jennifer Maiyo - Welfare Officer

On behalf of the Senate and on my own behalf, I welcome the delegation to the
Senate and wish them well for the remainder of the visit.
I thank you.
(Applause)

Sen. (Dr.) Mbito: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. Let me take this
opportunity to welcome Members from my county. We are very pleased to have them
here today. This is the place where we work together with them. I would like to tell them
that for devolution to work, the Senate and the county assemblies must work very closely.

I thank them for the effort they have put in so far despite a lot of challenges facing
our county. We still have a lot of issues we are grappling with. As they come here to
bench mark, I hope that they will be able to look into issues to do with devolution and to
ensure that funds from the Central Government are properly and effectively utilized for
the benefit of our people.

They have come at the right time when the Standing Committee on Public
Accounts and Investments (CPAIC) will be talking to our Governor tomorrow at 9.00
a.m. He will be appearing before them to answer some questions. Expect some fireworks
tomorrow because we have a lot of questions for him. We need to see to it that he is
answerable to our people.

Once again, I thank them for coming. Feel welcome and I hope to meet them after
this session so that we can share a cup of coffee.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Proceed, Sen. Wetangula.

Sen. Wetangula: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, for the opportunity to
join you in welcoming the Public Accounts Committee form Trans Nzoia County. Trans
Nzoia County is a county that is politically under my jurisdiction because the ruling party
in Trans Nzoia is the Forum for the Restoration of Democracy—Kenya (FORD- Kenya),
led by yours truly.

I am happy to see that the MCAs whom I personally know; each and every one of
them and welcome them to the Senate. I would like to remind them that they hold the
unique position in the structure of devolution as being the primary oversight institution.
Before anything gets to the Senate, the county assembly is enjoined in law and the
Constitution to pass budgets, to track the implementation of budgets and to audit the use
of public resources.

I would like to welcome you. This is a House that is different from the other
House. This is a House of people who think, talk, debate maturely and free of emotions.
This is a House that does the allocation of resources to counties. The only dark cloud that
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befell this House is when Members were tricked into voting to open the debt ceiling, two
weeks ago, but yours truly, stood firm and said, Kenyans are overburdened with debt.

I would like to encourage you that as you meet tomorrow with the CPAIC of this
House, to act without fear or favour to ensure that each and every cent we vote here to
come to the county is put to good use. I will be available to meet you either today or
tomorrow depending on your schedule.

Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, as I finish, like Mr. Eliud Kipchoge said, the human
being has no limit, among my MCAs in the Public Gallery, one is a former boda boda
rider. I would like to encourage him to stand. Hon. Ben Wanyonyi Mlipuko, graduated
from the boda boda riding troops of Kitale. He was popularly elected as an MCA.
Therefore, there is no limit in what a human being can achieve.

(Applause)

Thank you and welcome.

Sen. Zawadi: Asante Bw. Spika wa Muda, mimi pia ninachukuwa fursa hii
kuwakaribisha MCAs wa Kaunti ya Trans Nzioa. Mimi nilikuwa MCA wa Kilifi County.
Kwa hivyo, ninawakaribisha. Vile mheshimiwa Wetangula amesema hakuna mipaka kwa
yale mambo binadamu anaweza kuyatekelez. Kesho ama kesho kutwa mnaweza kujipata
mko hapa. Si maajabu, inawezekana. Ninataka kuwatia motisha ya kwamba,
inawezekana.

Bw. Spika wa Muda, nilipokuwa kwenye Bunge la Kaunti kulikuwa na mambo
kama yale ambayo mmekuja kuangalia hapa. Inafaa mue makini sana wakati
mnapoangalia kwa sababu tulipata kuna pesa fulani wanaingiza kwa akaunti kiholehole.
Wanaweka mamilioni ya pesa katika hiyo akaunti kisha baadaye yule kibarua atatoa zile
pesa, achukue kifungu kidogo, halafu zile zingine anapeana kwa wale wameweka hizo
pesa.

Kwa hivyo, mue makini wakati mnaangalia biashara zenu mnavyozifanya ili
mhakikishe kwamba mambo kama hayo hayafanyiki. Hakuna cha ajabu hapa. Mambo ni
yale yale ambayo mko nayo kwa kaunti yenu na kila mahali yanaweza kutokea. Zaidi ya
yote, jipeni moyo, hasa viongozi waheshimiwa akina mama. Mtajipata mko Seneti ama
mpiganie vitu vya wakilishi wa wanawake. Inawezekana.

Sen. Seneta: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, for giving me a chance to
welcome the delegation form Trans Nzoia County. One time, I was able to visit the
county with Sen. Wetangula in a Committee that was investigating issues of maize. Some
of the MCAs that we met were very welcoming and informed in terms of the functions
that are devolved.

I would like to really welcome them and encourage them to learn a lot on issues
that are supposed to be handled by county governments, more so, issues of budgets.
Resources that we allocate should directed to programmes that will benefit the people
they serve in their county from the ward level to the county headquarters. Make sure you
address the issues of inequalities. We do not want to see some wards benefitting from
flagship projects because they are favoured by the governor.

Ensure women programmes are well budgeted for. I want to encourage my
colleague female MCAs to wear a gender lens when it comes to allocation of money to
programmes that benefit either gender. I do not mean that money should only be
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allocated to programmes to benefit women, but everybody, especially our youth and
vulnerable.

I want to wish them all the best as they study procedures, rules and regulations
that govern the Senate. I would like to assure them of our support. I also want to assure
them that recommendations of the ad hoc Committee on maize that visited Trans Nzoia
will be implemented to the letter.

Sen. Malalah: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. For purposes of MCAs
from Trans Nzoia, I am Sen. Cleophas Malalah of Amani National Congress (ANC).

(Laughter)

I would like to welcome my colleagues from Trans Nzoia County Assembly. I
want to allude to the statements made by my senior, Sen. Wetangula, that no human is
limited. I am a pure example of that statement. I was a MCA, just like them. Here I am. I
am the Senate Deputy Minority Leader. I am also looking at greater things in future. I
want to encourage them that the steps they are taking are steps that will take them places.

Secondly, I want to encourage all county assemblies to execute their mandate as
provided for in the Constitution. One thing I realized about county assemblies is that they
take a lot of time to ensure that the budget cycle is achieved from the budget outlook
paper, fiscal strategy paper to the budget estimates. Once those budgets are passed, they
do not have a focused implementation strategy to ensure that those budgets are
implemented in the manner in which the respective county assemblies passed them

I would like to encourage the MCA that your role oversight, do not mix your
party allegiance and party politics to dilute your core mandate of oversight. Make sure
whatever resolution you make in your respective county assemblies are implemented to
the letter. That is the role wananchi gave you and I believe, with the capacity you have, I
have seen a lot of competency in the recent past in MCAs. There is a wild speculation
that MCAs are people who are backward, not learned, but I have seen doctors who are
MCA:s.

I would like to encourage the MCAs to continue executing their mandate in the
manner which is required as per our Constitution. We, as a Senate, are here to support
them.

Thank you and welcome to the Senate.

Sen. Boy: Asante sana, Bw. Spika wa Muda, kwa kunipa fursa hii kuwakaribisha
waheshimiwa wa Bunge la Trans Nzoia. Karibuni sana katika Seneti.

Kama mnavyojua ni jukumu la Seneti na pia nyinyi waheshimiwa kuangalia kama
pesa za kaunti zinatumika vilivyo. Tungetaka nyinyi muwe macho kabisa kuhakikisha
pesa hizo zinatumika vizuri. Tuko pamoja nao katika shughuli tunazofanya katika kaunti.
Sisi huambiwa na wakubwa katika kaunti zetu kwamba hatufanyi kazi yoyote kama
Maseneta. Sisi hupigania rasilimali nyingi zipelekwe katika kaunti zetu.

Jambo ambalo ningewaomba waheshimiwa kutoka Trans Nzoia ni watuunge
mkono sisi katika jukumu hili kwa vile sisi ndio jicho lao na wao ni jicho letu kule
mashinani. Tunaowamba wasimame imara kwa sababu kama si wao mara nyingi pesa
zinafujwa na magavana katika kaunti zetu.

Mwisho, ninawakaribisha tena katika Seneti. Sisi na wao tunafanya kazi pamoja
nao.
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Sen. Mutula Kilonzo Jnr.: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. In a few
minutes, I will welcome the Members of the County Assembly from Trans Nzoia and
bring to their attention that this Senate has been investigating the medical leasing
equipment. Tans Nzoia County is one of the counties where equipment is lying idle in
one of the hospitals. I am reliably informed that the Committee will be visiting them next
week.

We are counting on them to see that public resources are prudently spent. The
country has spent so much money on this medical leasing and that equipment should have
helped the people of Trans Nzoia County. A statement from them on this regard will help
us in our fight that people procure equipment that is not necessary or when they have
procured equipment and have not checked that that equipment is necessary.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Finally, on the welcome of the
House Business Committee of Trans Nzoia County Assembly, I give this chance to Sen.
Linturi.

Sen. Linturi: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, for giving me this
opportunity. With due respect and humility, allow me to welcome the Trans Nzoia
County membership to Senate. I take this opportunity to remind them of their role as
MCAs is. I do not have to over emphasize the aspect of oversight in the counties. It is
their duty to ensure that whatever resources are taken to the counties are properly utilized
for the good people of Trans-Nzoia, and any other county, for purposes of those MCAs
that may be listening to this.

MCAs, just like many other leaders, are people that run the risk of serious
compromise where certain serious issues are before them. I advise them to completely
resist this aspect of compromising them by the Executive whenever they are dispensing
their mandate and doing their duties. From what I have gathered, county assembly
members are being cheated by the governors that; in the event that they take a firm
position on matters that touch on whatever the governor is doing, they risk losing
development projects in their wards.

I want to tell them that this is a lie, and ask them to look at the County
Government Act Section 9 (2). The law prohibits them from becoming agents of
implementing county government projects. For that matter, they should not get into that
position. When you make yourself an agent of implementing county government projects,
you will run away from that kind of compromise from the governors.

Finally, they must also be in a position to know the timing of the CEC members
that appear before them to ensure that such matters are scheduled for debate by them.
They are made when there is good time. I know of a county last week where the deputy
governor appeared before the Committee. Since there was a delay in the release of
finances, the Committee was asked to decide on whether to take a long time in examining
what was before them as the agenda of the day, or r excuse the CEC to deal with the
matter that touches on their lives.

Mr. Temporary Speaker, I want them to understand that this Senate will go a long
way to ensure that there is independence of the county assemblies, even if it means
creating and getting a vote that they will use to run their own affairs. Without that, we
have a problem. Devolution will be under threat.



November 19, 2019 SENATE DEBATES 10251

VISITING DELEGATION FROM STRATHMORE
UNIVERSITY DEBATE SOCIETY

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Hon. Senators, I have another
communication to make. I would like to acknowledge the presence in the Speaker’s Gallery
this afternoon of visiting members of Strathmore University Debate Society.

They are-

(1) Njuguna Macharia

(2) Eden Gatuiku

(3) Wairimu Manyara

(4) Mupa M’mbetsa

(5) Arnold Ombasa

(6) Kiragu Kimani

(7) Tracy Nduta

(8) Yvonne Nyangi

(9) Angela Gecaga

(10) Ali Abdilatif

(11) Bill Muthundo
On behalf of the Senate and on my own behalf, I welcome them to the Senate. I wish

them well for the remainder of their stay.

I thank you.

Sen. (Dr.) Zani: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker Sir. Allow me to join you in
welcoming this brilliant group of young men and women who are at the gallery this
afternoon. As you have said, these are students from Strathmore University Debate
Society.

Last week, we were very privileged to meet a number of them at an engagement
between the Senate and the Tallberg Dinner, where quite a number of Senators were
involved in talking to them about various things. This particular group was very excited
about this interaction. They said that they would like to visit the Senate and see the
Senators debate. We told them that they are most welcome to do so.

Mr. Temporary Speaker Sir, I join you in welcoming them. I am very happy that
they have come to the gallery today and watch us debate. As you might have heard when
we welcomed the delegation from Tans-Nzoia, we are the Senate of Kenya, and we take
care of the interest of counties. Most of the issues that we discuss are issues that deal with
counties. If you look through today’s Order Paper, you will hear us discuss several Bills,
including the Alternative Dispute Resolution Bill, the Registration of Persons
(Amendment) Bill and many others.

This particular group is also involved in debate. What was very interesting about
them is that they almost go very close to the Oxford Union and Cambridge Union in
terms of endearing themselves to having debates about social, economic, and cultural
issues that are key for development in this country. We feel very encouraged that at this
young age, they are already beginning to take into cognizance issues about this country
and debate them at this young age.

They are able to express themselves even as they move forward to later on
becoming young male and female politicians. By us interacting with them at the Tallberg
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Dinner, it gave them the energy and interest about what we do as a Senate and also so
themselves as they move forward.

I found them to be a group of very young, vibrant, confident men and women. [
think that this is what we need in this country. Even as we welcome them, we encourage
the youth of this country to tell them that it is their time to speak.

We need to listen to the ideas that they are bringing to the fore because we need
those fresh ideas.

They will see the Senators who attended the Téllberg Workshop such as Sen. M.
Kajwang' and Sen. Olekina. They will also see Sen. Wetangula, whom they met earlier
today. We are all working on this. We encourage other delegations of such young people
to come to the Senate to hear us debate and to know that we are together in this long
journey; development of this country.

Sen. M. Kajwang': On a point of order, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): What is it, Sen. M. Kajwang'?

Sen. M. Kajwang': Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, I was requesting for an
opportunity to join Sen. (Dr.) Zani in welcoming the group from Strathmore University.
If you give me a minute, I will do so very fast.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Sen. M. Kajwang', you were on a
point of intervention.

Sen. M. Kajwang': Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, [ heard Sen. (Dr.) Zani mention
my name. Naturally, I rose to defend myself from imaginary forces.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Proceed, Senator.

Sen. M. Kajwang': Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, allow me to welcome the team
from Strathmore University. I believe that this mission is extremely important to them
because they are members of the debating club. When we were in school, we looked up
to the Members of the legislature because they are the ones who shaped our perspectives
and ideas around debates. I hope that the House will be orderly today for the boys and
girls from Strathmore University to take away something.

Strathmore University enforces and insists on values and morals for students. I
hope that they will find values and morals that they can identify with in this House. There
is a serious deficit of values and morals in our public discourse and politics. I want to call
upon the Members of this Senate, who include very prominent personalities like Sen.
Haji, who has been chairing a very important national discourse, to live up to the billing
of this House. This House is known as a House of sober reflection and a House where
young boys and girls, who are looking for inspiration and role models, can come to.

I also want to extend an open suggestion to the Strathmore University Debating
Club. In the spirit of Oxford, Harvard and other universities, they should call upon
members of the public, state officers and Senators to join them during their debating
days. We will be willing to attend those debating days.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Hon. Senators, there is high
interest. We request every Senator who wants to contribute to this communication to limit
their welcoming remarks to two minutes.

Sen. Farhiya: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. I am so proud to be
associated with Strathmore Business School. I did my Certified Public
Accountant (CPA) course Section IV and VI there and I am honoured to see them in the
Speaker’s Gallery.
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There is a big gap when it comes to the understanding of financial issues. We
need to fight corruption in this country and to do that one needs to understand the nitty-
gritties. These upcoming accountants should not shy away from politics. Instead, they
should join politics in order for them to make a difference. The existence of this country
is under threat because of corruption.

This Senate is full of wisdom and they will find great debaters in this House. I
welcome the students from Strathmore University. I also want to welcome the Members
of the Committee from Trans Nzoia County Assembly.

Sen. (Dr.) Ali: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. I welcome the students
from Strathmore University. Karibuni sana. 1 also want to welcome the MCAs from
Trans Nzoia.

These students are not young and this is their time. They have a right to vie for
any position in this country as soon as they turn 18 years. Most of them are 18 years old
and above. I do not believe that they are the leaders of tomorrow. I believe that they are
the leaders of today. With hard work, they can be anything that they want to.

An American rich man called Warren Buffet talked of intelligence, energy and
integrity and he said that intelligence and energy without integrity is meaningless. Our
main problem as a country is integrity. These students should know that they cannot go
anywhere if they do not have integrity. They should work hard and have integrity as their
motto for this country to move forward.

Sen. (Eng.) Hargura: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. I would like to
join you and my colleagues in welcoming the students from Strathmore University. I am
a parent at Strathmore University and I can confidently say that this university has a
different mindset. I say that because I attended two public universities in this country. I
have attended parents meetings at Strathmore University. One thing that I noticed is that
those students are confident and they understand what they are talking about.

I wish them a fruitful day in the Senate even as they listen to our debates. They
need to know that the future of this country is in their hands and they need to prepare
themselves for it.

Sen. Cherargei: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. I want to take this
opportunity to join you in welcoming the students from Strathmore University and wish
them well. We all know that it is not easy to be young right now because Higher
Education Loans Board (HELB) wants to publish the names of its defaulters in the
national newspapers yet these young people have joined the Kenya tarmacking network.

I challenge them to be innovative. I know that Strathmore University is one of the
best institutions in the country. We wish them well and they should learn what they can
while here. They should not allow anybody to tell them that their day will be tomorrow.
They should know that this is their day. They are not the future. Instead, they should
know that the future is now. They are welcome to join leadership and politics. Some of us
are ready to mentor them.

I also want to welcome the MCAs from Trans Nzoia County and wish them well.
I know that their party leader, Sen. Wetangula, has spoken about it. However, I want to
assure Sen. Wetangula that with Building Bridges Initiative (BBI) in mind, we shall
ensure that Trans Nzoia County becomes a Jubilee stronghold in 2022.

Sen. Wetangula: On a point of order, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): What is it, Sen. Wetangula?
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Sen. Wetangula: Ordinarily, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. I would not want to
altercate with my distinguished learned junior. However, as we say, “every dream is
legitimate and valid, including wild ones.” I, therefore, tell my colleague from Nandi that
Trans Nzoia is very clearly Ford Kenya; and it will remain so, forever and ever, Amen.

(Laughter)

Sen. (Dr.) Ali: On a point of order, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): What is it, Sen. (Dr.) Ali?

Sen. (Dr.) Ali: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. I have been informed by
the Senator from Trans Nzoia that the County Assembly of Trans Nzoia is Jubilee while
the County Government is Ford Kenya.

(Laughter)

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Let us proceed, Hon. Senators.

Proceed, Sen. (Dr.) Musuruve?

Sen. (Dr.) Musuruve: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, for giving me
this opportunity to join you in welcoming the MCA of Trans Nzoia in the House. I also
thank you for giving me this opportunity to welcome the students from Strathmore
University in the House.

Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, Strathmore University is known as an institution of
learning that has a mission of ensuring that they create an all-round Student who will go
back to the society and ensure that he is serving it. It is also committed to lifelong
learning and service to the society. That is why some of them are here to learn from the
leaders.

This is a noble opportunity because there are some teachings that the classroom
can never give. For instance, the teachings that the students will get here are from
interacting with the leaders. They will pick a leaf from the leaders. By the time they go
back to the university, they will not be the same. This is a good opportunity for them to
come here and listen to us as we debate issues of national importance. Eventually, even
when they take over the baton, they will know some of the key issues that are important
and salient in our nation.

I congratulate you for welcoming the students in the House.

Sen. Olekina: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. On 12" June, it is in the
headlines of various newspapers that Strathmore University had defeated Harvard Law
School in a competition that was held in Geneva, Switzerland. That was one of the most
important days of my life. I was very proud to note that a university in Kenya could
compete with Ivy League Universities. I have also visited Strathmore University
severally to participate in different Senate and Strathmore joint meetings.

I am quite pleased that today, the students who belong to the Debating Club are
here. I encourage you to come here because, as young legislators or even as legislators in
this country, we do not always know everything. It is about time you spent some time
with us and share your knowledge with us. That way, whatever we do, it is to better the
future and to ensure that this country does not go to the dogs.
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Recently we made some very controversial decisions in this House, which have
put the future of this country at risk. Yes, some of us might be able to afford to pay the
debt. However, if we do not take advice from you, your children might continue having
many challenges in terms of meeting their daily needs. This is because most of the money
in this country will go into paying debts.

I welcome them. I also welcome the MCAs from Trans Nzoia County. I am
extending an invitation for them to come tomorrow — if they are going to spend the night
here in Nairobi — to participate in the proceedings of the CPAIC. I believe that we will be
hosting the Governor of Trans Nzoia County tomorrow to go through the fiduciary
responsibility.

Sen. Ochillo-Ayacko: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. I join my
colleagues in welcoming students from Strathmore University, and also MCAs of Trans
Nzoia to this House. I associate myself with Strathmore University, because my daughter
is a student there. I believe that she is one of the debaters, but I do not know whether she
is here. The feedback I get back at home is that Strathmore is a very good debating
school. They are currently the world champions in debate. I am sure that they have come
to the right place to continue deepening their knowledge in debate.

Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, the direction that the world is taking is resolution of
issues on the basis of persuasion, civility and debate. I, therefore, encourage our children
to continue entrenching the culture of debate, dialogue and persuasion, because that is
how the society can move forward.

To the MCAs of Trans Nzoia, you represent a county that hosts great expectation
for us, Kenyans. It is a county that feeds Kenyans. It is a good county. I hope that you
will take the privilege bestowed upon you by the people of Trans Nzoia to ensure your
County Executive delivers for yourselves and for Kenyans.

Sen. Wambua: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, for this opportunity to
join you and colleagues in welcoming the students from Strathmore. As some of my
colleagues have said, I have also had an opportunity to pass through the Strathmore
Business School, where I undertook a course on executive leadership. I encourage the
visiting students to pursue debate as a way of exchanging ideas, appreciating and
tolerating different perspectives in life.

As for the visiting delegation from Trans Nzoia County, I encourage and
challenge them that they have a responsibility under the law and the Constitution to
undertake primary oversight on the use of funds allocated to the county government.

Lately, we have witnessed unholy alliances between county assemblies and the
executives. It should be remembered by the visiting delegation and by all MCAs that the
county governments in this country constitute both the Executive and Legislative Arms.
As much as the Legislature would want to assist the Executive to undertake the projects,
they have a primary role to undertake oversight and ensure proper use of public
resources.

I welcome them.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Finally, Sen. Sakaja.

Sen. Sakaja: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, for this opportunity. I am
glad that I came when you are still on this Order. Otherwise, the students from
Strathmore would think that their Senator is a truant, and does not come to the House. 1
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assure them that their Senator is always in the House and he is doing his best to represent
them in Nairobi City County and in the House.

Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, many years ago, [ was in a similar debating society.
I am glad---

Sen. Malalah: On a point of order, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): What is it, Sen. Malalah?

Sen. Malalah: Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, I would like to remind my good
Senator for Nairobi that Strathmore University is a national institution, and not an
institution for Nairobi City County. We have students all the way from Namulungu in
Kakamega County. He does not own Strathmore University by virtue of the fact that he is
the Senator for Nairobi City County.

(Laughter)

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Proceed, Sen. Sakaja.

Sen. Sakaja: Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, not only is Strathmore University in
the heart of Nairobi, but in Nairobi West--- There are 47 counties, but one ‘super’
Senator. Therefore, even the students from Kakamega are mine.

Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, the point I was making is that they must see what
they do, not as a destination, but as the beginning of a journey. This country is ripe to be
reset in many aspects. It is this generation of young people like them — and some of us,
who are in the House; and even some who might be older, but have good and young ideas
— that will change a country. Every generation must be able to define its moment and its
course. I am sure that we will walk towards that path of redeeming our country with these
young people. The world is an oyster. Let no one ever tell you that there is something that
you cannot do. I wish you all the best as you go on with your studies.

Finally, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, I also want to welcome the MCAs from
Trans Nzoia, which is also my other county. The substantive Senator is Sen. (Dr.) Mbito,
but that is my home county in addition to Kakamega. I am glad that they are here. These
are Members that I know very well. They have excelled in many respects.

Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, I want to echo what the Members here have said.
That in many counties, we are seeing almost an unholy alliance that is being formed
between governors and MCAs. Consequently, oversight is not being done. I am confident
that these Members will not let that happen, and that they will take care of our County of
Trans Nzoia. Karibuni Nairobi City County. I am sure it feels good to be welcomed in
Nairobi by your own, when you are in Nairobi and when you are back at home.

STATEMENTS

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Order, Hon. Senators, let us
commence with Statements pursuant to Standing Order No.48(1).

The Senator for Taita-Taveta County is not present. So, we will proceed to
Statements pursuant to Standing Order No.51(1)(b).

Sen. Khaniri: On a point of order Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. I have a
Statement under Standing Order No.48(1).

I know it is not in the Order Paper, but it has been approved. I have the green light
from the Speaker to proceed.
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The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Okay, proceed Senator.

INABILITY TO MANAGE AND MITIGATE NATURAL
DISASTERS IN THE COUNTRY

Sen. Khaniri: Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, thank you for your indulgence.

Pursuant to the provisions of Standing Order No.48(1), I rise to seek a Statement
from the Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Lands, Environment and Natural
Resources concerning the inability to manage and mitigate natural disasters in the
country.

Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, in the Statement, the Chairperson should explain-

(1) Why Kenyans across the country are still experiencing adverse negative
effects of floods and drought caused by normal and predictable weather conditions.

(2) Explain the measures taken by the national Government to encourage counties
to set aside funds to be used for implementation and mitigation of effects of climate
disasters as stipulated in the National Climate Change Action Plan (NCCAP) 2018/2019.

(3) Explain the measures put in place by the national Government to promote
harvesting, storage and distribution of rainwater for domestic use across the country
during dry seasons.

Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir.

Sen. (Dr.) Ali: Thank you Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. I wish to thank the
Senator for Vihiga County for bringing this Statement.

This country is in a mess. When there is drought in Northern Kenya, people die as
a result of lack of water. There is also hunger and all manner of things. When it rains like
now, there are floods, hunger, inaccessibility and all manner of problems which results in
people suffering. They get hungry because they cannot access food.

This has been happening on and off for the last 50 years. Every time when there
are these problems, we complain here in both Houses of the Senate and the National
Assembly, year in, year out, yet nothing happens. The national Government does not
have any disaster mitigation action. Actually there are no policies or plans. The National
Drought Management Authority (NDMA) has been there for the last 20 years. We do not
know what it does.

Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, I would like this Committee to look into this issue
seriously. There is also the Special Programmes Docket in the Office of the President. I
do not know what they do. A lot of money is misused being put into these issues and
nothing happens to those people who suffer in those rural areas.

Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir.

Sen. Olekina: Thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir. I rise to support the
Statement by my good friend, Sen Khaniri.

This House was created to defend the interests of counties and their governments.
I do not think it is the role of the national Government to encourage county governments
to come up with mechanisms on how they can harvest water. It is our duty and we need
to take it up seriously.

We need to engage the county assemblies. I am quite happy that some of the
MCAs from Trans Nzoia are here today. If you experience drought and floods in your
county, the first thing you should do is to ensure that you have a disaster management
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policy in place. In your budget, the first thing to do is to settle pending bills which you
should pay out. The second charge in your account should be the issue of disaster. This is
a problem. I do not think us complaining, lamenting or even asking my good friend, Sen.
Mwangi to investigate this matter will resolve the problem. It is about time that we came
up with proper legislation and engage county assemblies so that we can take our people’s
interest at heart.

The national Government will not give us a solution. They have not given us a
solution for all those years. I remember during the nusu mkate era, there was a Disaster
Management Coordination Board (DMCB) which was trying to coordinate from different
Ministries. It is about time that we think of a permanent solution.

I thank you, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir.

(Loud consultations)

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Order, Hon. Senators. Consult in
low tones.

Sen. (Dr.) Ali: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker, Sir.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): What is it, Sen. (Dr.) Ali.

Sen. (Dr.) Ali: Unfortunately, my good friend Sen. Olekina has sat down.
However, is he in order to mislead the public and the House that the national Government
has no role when most of the money, over 90 per cent of the budget of Kenya, is with the
national Government and the counties only get a mere 11 per cent?

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Order, Hon. Senators.

Sen. M. Kajwang’: On a point order, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): What is it, Sen. M. Kajwang’?

Sen. M. Kajwang’: Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, is the Senator for Narok in
order to disclaim the role of the national Government when it comes to disaster
management yet in the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution, the 24™ function of the
national Government is disaster management, including some of the disasters that are
happening in the Mau? Is he in order to mislead this House?

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Hon. Senators, we will proceed.

Sen. Olekina, you need to respond. Are you in order?

Sen. Olekina: Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, I am quite in order. Article 189 of
this Constitution talks about cooperation between the national and county governments. If
the national Government has decided to give a blind eye on things that are happening in
our county governments, should we follow suit? I think it also behoves us---

Sen. Sakaja: On a point of information, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir.

Sen. Olekina: Can I just finish?

Sen. Sakaja: On a point of order, Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Hon. Senator, do you wish to be
informed?

Sen. Olekina: Absolutely.

Sen. Sakaja: Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, it is normal for colleagues to allow
information and not to be hesitant. I do not know what the hesitation was.

Quickly, I would like to inform Sen. Olekina as well as the House. Sen. M.
Kajwang’ has pointed out the Fourth Schedule about the roles of the national
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Government and clearly, there is disaster management. Part 2(12) talks about fire fighting
and disaster management as a county function. This is what we call a concurrent function
that both arms of government have to deal with. Therefore, it is not right to just blame
one side.

Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, because of that, this House passed a Bill sponsored
by Sen. Mutula Kilonzo Jr. and myself. We co-sponsored this Bill on disaster
management and cooperation between national agencies and the counties. The question
we must ask ourselves as a House is why that Bill has been stuck in the National
Assembly for more than nine months - actually possibly more than a year.

They have decided to designate it as a money Bill and they have gone to the
budget office and the National Treasury to find out. That is the real problem because
there are resources in the national Government and county governments that should deal
with flooding; one day it is flooding, tomorrow it is drought. The framework is there.
That is where the focus should be.

I would like to urge Sen. Khaniri or if I can do it through this intervention, that
that is part of the question that the Committee on Lands, Environment and Natural
Resources needs to ask; not just on policy because there is also another Bill coming from
the national Government to deal with concurrence of the disaster management function.

What happens is everybody knows this work has to be done by somebody, but
somebody will not do it because they think somebody else is doing it. Money is being
stolen through purported disaster management.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Hon. Senators, let us proceed.

Sen. Olekina, you are well informed and your time is over. You have already
concluded.

Sen. Olekina: It is only fair for me to conclude.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): One minute.

Sen. Olekina: Thank you, Sen. Sakaja. This is precisely the point I was trying to
put across. We cannot be shifting blame. We can learn from the mess in the health sector.
May be that is not a very good example. However, the national Government took over
that role which is supposed to be implemented by the county governments.

I thank Sen. Sakaja for informing this House. It is about time that we followed
through so that we see an end to this problem. If that legislation can be implemented
fully, then we cannot be passing the blame. I know Sen. Mwangi is very good, diligent
and he can give a solution. However, it behooves us to come up with those solutions in
this House.

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. (Dr.) Lelegwe): Hon. Senators, we have to make
progress. Since I have seen high interest in this Statement, I will request every Senator
who would wish to contribute to limit their respective contribution to only two minutes.

Sen. (Dr.) Zani: Mr. Temporary Speaker, Sir, I wish to support this Statement
and say that we have left our natural resources in a disorganized manner for far too long.
Communities have cried out over and over again. We know what the issues are and what
happens every year. At one time and one season we have a lot of water and the next time
we do not have it. The next thing is that we have communities that need to have certain
money or assets. Although they have been very rich in supplying certain natural
resources, they end up not being able to do that.
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There are so many Bills that are stuck on this. Recently, we have seen many
Kenyans asking about the oil sale that was done and what sought of revenue went back to
the communities. In this House we have worked so hard overtime to ensure that this
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